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2010 Clean Energy Entrepreneurs’ Forum  

Date  Title  Facilitator and Panelists  Description  

Friday, 
January 29 
Breakfast @ 
EMC 
Corporation, 
2831 Mission 
College Blvd,  
Santa Clara,  
 
Sponsored by 
Goodwin 
Procter, KPMG 

State of the Clean Green 
Industry with Clean Energy 
Showcase 

FountainBlue Clean Green Annual 
Conference: Past Successes, New 
Opportunities  
 
Corporate Panel: Doing Well While Doing 
Good  
 
Clean Green MashUp for:  
1. Air, Water and Waste  
2. Energy Efficiency  
3. Green Building   
4. Renewable Energy  
5. Smart Power, Green Grid and Energy 
Storage  
6. Transportation 
 
Our speakers included: 
 
 
Dan Adler, President, California Clean 
Energy Fund 
 
Ray Homan, SAP Sustainability 
Speaking on carbon & energy 
management and overall sustainability 
performance management  
 
Craig Lobdell, Director, CFO Advisory 
Services, KPMG  
 
Matt Maloney, Head of Relationship 
Management, Silicon Valley Bank 
 
Eric Wesoff, Greentech Media, Publisher 
of the Venture Power newsletter 
 
Kathrin Winkler, Chief Sustainability 
Officer, EMC  Speaking on employee 
engagement and the role of information 
technology in sustainability  
 
Peter Williams, Distinguished Engineer, 
Chief Technology Officer, Big Green 
Innovations, IBM  
Speaking on water management and 
carbon reduction  
 
Tim Woodward, Managing Director, Nth 
Power 
 
Laurie Yoler, Managing Director, 
GrowthPoint Technology Partners 
 
Elise Zoli, Partner and Chair, Energy 
Practice, Goodwin Procter  

The FountainBlue Annual Clean Green 
Conference updates entrepreneurs, 
intrapreneurs and investors on the 
successes, challenges and trends of the 
industry overall, and showcases 
corporate and entrepreneurial demos. 
Beginning with a panel sharing the 
growth and trends of the industry from 
the legal, finance, venture, and research 
perspectives, the program will next 
highlight how leading corporations are 
leveraging clean energy solutions to 
better serve their constituents. The 
conference will culminate in a MashUp of 
entrepreneurs, intrapreneurs, 
researchers and others to identify and 
promote new clean energy technologies 
and solutions in six sub-industries. 
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Date  Title  Facilitator and Panelists  Description  

Friday, 
February 5 
Breakfast @ 
SAP, 3410 
Hillview Ave 
Palo Alto 
 
Sponsored by 
Goodwin 
Procter, 
KPMG, and 
PeopleConnect 

The Opportunities in 
Managing and Monitoring 
Energy Usage 

Facilitator Craig Lobdell Director, CFO 
Advisory Services - KPMG  
 
Panelist Don Bray, co-founder and 
President, Altaterra Research 
 
Panelist Jeff Fara, Solution Manager, SAP 
Sustainability 
 
Panelist Micah Myers, Associate, 
Claremont Creek Ventures 
 
Panelist Nicholas Ward, Director, Global 
Product Management Automation 
Services, Applied Materials 
 
Panelist Elise Zoli, Chair, Clean Energy 
Practice, Goodwin Procter LLP 
 
Presenting Entrepreneur John Steinberg, 
CEO - Co-Founder, EcoFactor 
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Gene Wang, CEO 
and Chairman, People Power Company 

Proactively managing and monitoring 
energy usage is an integral part of a 
home and a company's sustainability 
program. Indeed, especially with 
population growth trends and the 
resultant exponential rise in energy 
demand, managing, monitoring, and 
saving the energy we use is just as 
important as generating more energy 
from a wider range of sources. This 
month, we will feature the latest 
software and hardware solutions for 
managing energy usage. 

Monday, 
March 1 @ 
Applied 
Materials 
3050 Bowers 
Avenue in 
Santa Clara 
 
Sponsored by 
Applied 
Materials, 
Goodwin 
Procter, 
KPMG, 
PeopleConnect 

Leveraging Software for 
Clean Green Solutions 

Facilitator Dave Miller, Partner, KPMG 
 
Panelist Andy Gordon, VP of Sales, 
Federspiel Controls 
 
Panelist John Suh, Member of the 
Technical Staff, General Motors Advanced 
Technology Silicon Valley Office 
 
Panelist Dharmesh Thakker, Advanced 
Technology Ventures 
 
Panelist Eileen Tanghal, Investment 
Director, Applied Ventures 
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Eric Alderman, 
Founder, President and CEO, SolarNexus 
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Mark Friedman, 
President, Green Axle 
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Zachary Gentry, 
Chief Strategy Officer & Co-founder, 
Adura Technologies 

Clean Energy entrepreneurs are 
leveraging software for a wide range of 
clean energy solutions, from 
transportation to buildings, from data 
center efficiency to water management 
and distribution, from smart grid to 
lighting. Our panel of entrepreneurs, 
investors and providers will cover the 
gamut of how software and technology 
is leveraged to deliver clean green 
results. 

Monday, April 
5 @ Bay Café 
Clubhouse, 
1875 
Embarcadero 
in Palo Alto 
 
Sponsored by 
Goodwin 
Procter and 
KPMG 

Getting Plugged In With the 
Utilities 

Facilitator Ryan Murr, Partner, Goodwin 
Procter LLC 
 
Panelist Jonathan Livingston, President, 
Livingston Energy Innovations, LLC 
 
Panelist Craig Lobdell, Director, CFO 
Advisory Services, KPMG 
 
Panelist Shiva Swaminathan, Senior 
Resource Planner, City of Palo Alto 
Utilities 
 
Panelist Robyn Zander, Southern 
California Edison Technology Resource 
Incubator Outreach Program 
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Steven Malloy, 
yoUtilBill 
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Michael 
McDonald, CEO, CleanShare 

One way the clean energy industry 
differs from other industries such as 
high tech, life science and services is 
that clean energy businesses need to 
work with the utilities to manage the 
generation, storage and distribution of 
energy to businesses and homes. This 
month, we will focus on how clean 
energy companies are working with the 
utilities, what changes lay ahead in this 
new administration, what infrastructure 
hurdles we need to overcome together, 
and also touch upon the energy 
generation, storage and distribution 
trends and opportunities. 
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Date  Title  Facilitator and Panelists  Description  

Monday, May 
3 @ PARC, 
3333 Coyote 
Hill Road, 
Palo Alto 
 
Sponsored by 
Goodwin 
Procter and 
KPMG 

Renewable Energy 
Generation: Breakthroughs 
and Challenges 

Facilitator Craig Lobdell, Director, CFO 
Advisory Services, KPMG 
 
Panelist Paul Davis, Partner, Goodwin 
Procter LLP 
 
Panelist Karl Littau, Synthetic Fuels 
Program Manager, PARC 
 
Panelist Uday Mathur, Renewable 
Energies Group, PG&E 
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Kevin Gao, 
Founder and Vice President, CASolar 
 
Presenting Entrepreneur David Henkel-
Wallace, Solar Storage Company 
  
Presenting Entrepreneur Mark Mah, CEO, 
Nergyos 

Renewable Energy may encompass 
energy derived from various power 
sources such as solar, biomass, wind, 
wave and tidal energy, and more 
traditional hydro projects. This month, 
we will feature a panel of entrepreneurs 
and intrapreneurs who will cover 
innovations in renewables, and the 
challenges and opportunity on the road 
to grid parity, enticing companies and 
consumers to elect renewable energy 
options. 

Monday, June 
7 @ PARC, 
3333 Coyote 
Hill Road, 
Palo Alto 
 
Sponsored by 
Goodwin 
Procter and 
KPMG 

Clean Tech Opportunities 
and Challenges with Air, 
Water and Waste 

Facilitator Kathy Fields, Partner, Goodwin 
Procter 
 
Panelist Cheryl McGovern, US EPA, 
Region 9 
 
Panelist Nitin Parekh, Director of Business 
Development, PARC 
 
Panelist G. G. Pique, President and CEO, 
Energy Recovery Inc. 
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Peter Frykman, 
Founder and CEO, DripTech 
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Dr. Fatemeh 
Shirazi, Chief Executive Officer & 
President, Microvi Biotech Inc. 
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Reza M 
Sheikhrezai, CEO, Windation 

Based on the Clean Tech Open 
definition, air, water & waste clean 
energy companies improve resource 
availability, conservation and pollution 
control, as well as materials reuse and 
recycling technologies.  
 
Factors such as water scarcity, urban 
development, climate change, 
infrastructure challenges, and other 
factors tied to our exploding global 
population make it a more difficult and 
more urgent an issue.  
 
Our panel will focus on opportunities 
around water and air purification, 
energy generation around water, air and 
waste, and the challenges and 
opportunities in this area. 

Monday, July 
12 @ Bay 
Café 
Clubhouse 
 
Sponsored by 
Goodwin 
Procter and 
KPMG  

Clean Green Financing 
Options 

Facilitator Craig Lobdell, Director, CFO 
Advisory Services, KPMG 
 
Panelist Michael Niver, Director of Project 
Finance, SolarCity 
 
Panelist Brian Hubert, Applied Ventures 
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Jim DiSanto, 
President and General Manager, Earthrise 
Technologies, Inc. 
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Steven Malloy, 
Founder, yoUtilBill 
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Fareed Sfard, 
PhD, CEO, Ahura Energy Inc. 

We are in the midst of a clean tech 
revolution: companies big and small are 
focusing on delivering a wide range of 
earth-saving products and services. 
Investments continue to be strong in 
this sector, but most companies aren't 
yet getting the funding they need to 
complete prototypes and bring the 
product or service to market. And most 
customers are still electing the status 
quo over more costly, greener solutions 
as we have not reached grid parity for 
most clean green offerings. 
 
Our panel this month will speak from 
both sides: how companies are 
managing to get financing to deliver 
their clean green solutions, and what 
they are doing to partner with investors 
of all ilks to help customers pay for the 
clean green solutions they seek. 
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Date  Title  Facilitator and Panelists  Description  

Monday, 
August 2 @ 
Silicon Valley 
Bank, 3005 
Tasman, 
Santa Clara 
 
Sponsored by 
Goodwin 
Procter and  
KPMG 

Transportation Greening 
Advances 

Facilitator Craig Lobdell, Director, CFO 
Advisory Services, KPMG 
 
Panelist Ann Chan, Director, California 
Programs, Center for Clean Air Policy 
(CCAP) 
 
Panelist Dave Lyons, Entrepreneur in 
Residence, Accel Partners 
 
Panelist Byron Shaw, Managing Director, 
GM Advanced Technology 
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Krish Ram, 
Founder and CEO, OpticLanes 
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Paul McGrath, 
CEO, RideSpring 
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Simon Saba, 
Founder and CEO, Saba Motors 
 
Emcee and Program Chair Tom Thayer 

This month, our clean energy topic will 
cover automotive and fuel production, 
and the policies and restrictions, trends 
and opportunities in this clean green 
transportation sub-industry. Topics 
might include fuel efficiency, air 
pollution management, oil consumption 
usage, and strategies for reducing 
overall vehicle travel as well as 
transportation technology enablers, 
ranging from hardware improvements, 
Communications (between vehicles), 
Community (ride sharing), and safety 
advances (through hardware and 
software). 

Monday, 
September 13 
SRI Building G 
on Laurel 
Avenue 
between 
Ravenswood 
and Burgess, 
in Menlo Park 
 
Sponsored by 
KPMG  

Energy Storage and 
Management 

Facilitator Kathy Fields, Partner, Goodwin 
Procter 
 
Panelist Matthew Denesuk, Ph.D., STSM, 
Partner, IBM Venture Capital Group, 
Scientist, IBM Research 
 
Panelist Dr. Angel Sanjurjo, Director 
Materials Research Laboratory, SRI 
International  
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Jit Bhattacharya, 
CEO, Mission Motors 
 
Presenting Entrepreneur David Henkel-
Wallace, Co-Founder, Solar Storage 
Company  
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Linda Maepa, 
Founder & COO, ElectronVault, Inc.  
 

How we store and manage energy is 
about as important as how and where it 
is generated. Our event this month will 
focus on managing, storing and 
distributing the energy generated and 
how we can efficiently distribute it to 
residences and companies in need. Our 
panel will represent investor, 
entrepreneur perspectives on the topic. 

Monday, 
October 4 at 
Bay Café 
Clubhouse, 
1875 
Embarcadero 
in Palo Also 
 
Sponsored by 
KPMG 

Sustainable Solutions for 
the Built Environment 

Facilitator Craig Lobdell, Partner, CFO 
Advisory Services, KPMG  
 
Panelist Michael D’Amour, President and 
CEO, LUMEnergi Inc. 
 
Panelist John Kerley, Donnelly Kerley 
Builders   
 
Panelist Kevin Kopczynski, Senior 
Associate, RockPort Capital 
 
Panelist Josh Schoonmaker, SmartHome 
Manager, HP 
 
Panelist Kevin Surace, CEO, Serious 
Materials  
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Greg Howes, 
CEO, IDEAbuilder 
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Brian Pierson, 
CEO, Tru2Earth 
 

The Built Environment encompasses 
everything from building materials to 
software design solutions to devices and 
solutions to monitor the energy within 
the home or organization. Our panel this 
month will include a builder, a tech 
company, as well as tech and other 
companies and entrepreneurs forging 
innovations for the built environment.   
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Date  Title  Facilitator and Panelists  Description  

Monday, 
November 1 
@ PARC, 3333 
Coyote Hill 
Road, 
Palo Alto 
 
Sponsored by 
KPMG 

Next Generation Solar 
Solutions 

Facilitator Tom Thayer, Thayer and 
Associates, Clean Tech Open Mentor, 
FountainBlue Clean Energy Program 
Adviser 
 
Panelist Scott Elrod, VP, Director of 
Hardware Systems Laboratory, PARC 
 
Panelist Matthew Garratt, Senior 
Associate, Battery Ventures 
 
Panelist Phil Metz, Business Development, 
SolFocus 
 
Panelist Abe Yokell, Principal, RockPort 
Ventures 
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Steve Bisset, 
CEO, Solar Storage Company  
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Tom Dinkel, 
Founder, CEO and President, Sun Reports 
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Helmuth 
Treichel, CEO, SunSonix  

The first wave of clean energy 
investments have been in solar 
solutions. Now that investments have 
taken place for decades, the verdict has 
been coming in on solar solutions: some 
have evaporated, some have excelled, 
some are STILL up and coming, and 
some are amongst the walking dead. 
This leaves investors wary about 
funding new solar solutions, particularly 
if they are 'me-too' solutions, without 
innovation in technology or business 
models. 

Monday, 
December 6 
@ SRI 
Building G on 
Laurel Avenue 
between 
Ravenswood 
and Burgess, 
in Menlo Park 
 
Sponsored by 
KPMG 

Energy Management 
Solutions for the Home  

Facilitator Craig Lobdell, Director, CFO 
Advisory Services, KPMG 
 
Panelist Matt Lecar, Principal, Smart Grid 
Strategy within Energy Consulting, GE 
 
Panelist Dave Leonard, CEO, Redwood 
Systems Inc. 
 
Panelist Martha Lyons, HP Labs Strategy 
and Innovation Office, HP 
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Sandra Kwak, 
Founder, Powerzoa 
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Sunil Maulik, 
Vice President, Business Development & 
Program Management, People Power 
Company 

Proactively monitoring energy is critical 
for managing and reducing usage 
overall. This month’s panel of corporate 
and entrepreneurial speakers will talk 
about technology and business model 
innovations in energy monitoring space, 
and the opportunities ahead for same. 

 


