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Date  Title  Speakers  Description  

Monday, 
January 25 at 
KPMG 500 E. 
Middlefield 
Road in  
Mountain 
View  

Life Science Angel 
Investor s Panel: Trends 
for 2010  
 
Sponsored KPMG  

Facilitator Conor Moore, Partner, KPMG  
 
Panelist Anne DeGheest, Founder and Managing 
Director, MedStars, Strategic Advisor at 
PolyRemedy, Inc  
 
Panelist Stuart Eckmann, Keiretsu Forum and Life 
Science Angels  
 
Panelist Don Ross, Member, Life Science Angels and 
Sand Hill Angels  
 
Panelist Michael Weickert, President and CEO, 
S.E.A. Medical Systems, Inc., Member, Life Science 
Angels, Venture Partner, Kranenburg Fund   

Life science angel investors are 
generally seasoned executives with 
deep strategic and operational 
experienc e in running successful life 
science businesses, from concept to 
clinical trials to regulatory approvals, 
manufacturing and distribution. They 
generally also have extensive 
experience within corporations in 
various roles, and continue to develop 
these part nerships as they support 
their portfolio companies.  
The life science angel investors 
panelists have been seen a wide range 
of life science business models, and 
have their own thoughts and 
recommendations on how to be 
successful in these challenging times.  
Topics will include how early stage 
companies can position themselves for 
successful partnerships and fundings, 
strategically plan your business based 
on evolving market needs, tightly 
manage cash flow, and build strategic 
alliances with larger organizati ons, 
angels, research organizations, and 
other key stakeholders.  
As part of our program this  month , we 
will solicit feedback from all our 
attendees on the challenges and 
opportunities in through facilitated 
small groups,  based on life science 
sub - industry topics: Software 
solutions for the healthcare industry, 
medical devices, personalized 
medicine, medical imaging, and 
biopharma.  

Monday, 
February 22 
@ Bay Café 
Clubhouse, 
1875 
Embarcadero, 
Palo Alto  

Show Me the Money: 
Resourceful Ways to 
Secure Funding for 
YOUR Life Science 
Company in THIS 
Economy  
 
Sponsored by  KPMG 

Facilitator Maria Walker, Senior Director, KPMG  
 
Panelist Zachary Antovich, President and CEO, 
Linkage Biosciences Inc  
 
Panelist Howard Edelman, President & CEO, 
VitalWear  
 
Panelist Oostur Raza, President and CEO, 
OmegaGenesis  

Show Me the Money: Resourceful 
Ways to Secure Funding for YOUR Life 
Science Company in THIS Economy  
Even if the economic projections are 
getting more rosy, ask anyone running 
an early st age company and they will 
tell you that times are tough out 
there! The life science industry has 
provided a ray of hope when the 
economy was at its darkest.  
 
Historically known as a slow - moving 
industry, it has also been more 
resilient and less impacted by  the 
recent economic challenges. This 
month, we will feature a panel of 
seasoned entrepreneurs and investors 
who will share their thoughts and 
suggestions on how to secure funding 
for life science start -ups, from grant 
and government funding to angel, 
vent ure and corporate funding. They 
will share their recent success stories 
and help you brainstorm how to best 
position your company financing.  
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Monday, 
March 15 @ 
Morrison 
Foerster, 755 
Page Mill 
Road, Palo 
Alto  
 

International 
Challenges and 
Opportunities for Life 
Science Companies  
 
Sponsored by Morrison 
Foerster and KPMG  

Facilitator John Bashkin, VP of Strategic Business 
Development, Triple Ring Technologies  
 
Panelist William Goure, President and Chief 
Executive Officer, Acumen Pharmaceuticals  
 
Panelist Evgeny Zaytsev, General Partner, Helix 
Ventures  
 
Panelist Key Shin, Of Counsel, Morrison Foerster 
LLP 

Resilient, resourceful, life science 
entrepreneurs are advancing their 
businesses, and developing 
international programs and 
relationships to better advance their 
technology, provide clinical research, 
and serve their markets. For this 
panel, life science entrepreneurs, 
intrapreneurs and investors on what  is 
working and what  is not , in different 
international markets.  

Monday, April 
19 @ Bay 
Cafe 
Clubhouse, 
Palo Alto  

Physician  Panel: 
Partnering with 
Entrepreneurs to Better 
Address Patient Needs  
 
Sponsored by KPMG  
and Royse Law Group  

Facilitator Roger Royse, Rose Law Group  
 
Panelist D. Christopher Chung, M.D., Vice 
President, Medical Affairs, R&D, and Engineering, 
Natus Medical  
 
Panelist Dr. Arthur Douville, MD, Chair, Advisory 
Board, Clinsensus, Chair of the Department of 
Neurology at Good Samaritan Hospital in San Jose  
 
Panelist Gary Heit, former Stanford Professor , Staff 
Neurosurgeon, Dept of Neurosurgery, Kaiser 
Permanente Hospital, Redwood City  
 
Panelist Michael Leong M.D., Interim Executive 
Director, Pain Center Stanford  
 
Panelist Brian Wilfley, Chief Scientist and co -
Founder, Triple Ring Technologies  

Physician s are feeling the pressures of 
the changing policies, economies and  
technologies, which is influencing how 
they run their practices, and how they 
work with their patients. Our panel 
this month will feature physicians  who 
are partnering with entrepreneurs, 
intrapreneurs and investors  and 
proactively facing these changes , and 
a set of entrepreneurs who are 
developing solutions to support 
physicians in addressing these issues .  

Monday, May 
17 @ Bowne , 
Palo Alto  

Technology 
Acceleration, 
Globalization Pressures 
and the Future of 
Pharma  
 
Sponsored by KPMG  
and Royse Law Group  

Facilitator Laurie Allen, Attorney and Director of 
Southern California Practice, Royse Law Group Inc.  
 
Panelist Andrei Blasko, Director of Analytical 
Method Development, Pain Therapeutics  
 
Panelist Bill Goure, President and CEO, Acumen 
Pharmaceuticals  
 
Panelist David Lustig, VP of Business Development, 
Optivia Biotechnology Inc.  

Pharma companies large and small are 
faced with the rapid pace of 
technology development, both in the 
labs and in devices and software, and 
the rapid acceleration of globalization 
factors leading to outsourcing and 
larger international markets, and other 
policy and regulatory challenges 
inherent to the industry overall. Our 
seasoned panel of experts will month 
will sh are innovations in technology 
development, in collaborations, in 
business strategies, and other 
strategies adapted to keep up with the 
times.  

Monday, June 
14  @ UCSC 
Extension, 
Santa Clara  

Trends and 
Opportunities for 
Medical Imaging  
 
Sponsored by KPMG  

Sponsor Mark Foster, General Counsel and 
Secretary, Volumetrics Medical Imaging  
 
Panelist Tobias Funk, PhD, Principal Physicist, Triple 
Ring Technologies  
 
Panelist Dave Scott, Director, Imaging Systems, 
Intuitive Surgical  
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Mark Fost er, General 
Counsel, Volumetrics  
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Kirk Knight, COO, 
SurgOptix  
 
Presenting Entrepreneur James Peacock, Founder; 
CEO; Managing Member (Chairman), NociMed  

Medical imaging solutions are showing 
great promise in meeting the 
therapeutic a nd diagnostic needs of 
patients. This month, our panel will 
focus on successful medical imaging 
solutions and raise discussions about 
the near and long term potential for 
the medical imaging industry.  
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Monday, 
August 16  @ 
UCSC 
Extension  

Navigating the FDA 
Approval Process  
 
Sponsored by KPMG  

Facilitator Sue Rowinski, Sue Rowinski Group, LLC , 
Diagnostic and Medical Device Marketing & 
Reimbursement Consulting  
 
Panelist Madhuri Bhat, Vice -President, Clinical & 
Regulatory Affairs, Corventis  
 
Panelist Brent Blackburn, President and CEO, 
Rpaidscan Pharma Solutions, Inc,  
 
Panelist Dave Lustig, VP of Business Development, 
Optivia Biotechnology Inc.  
 
Panelist Melanie Sit, Business Strategist, Optovue  
 
Panelist Alice Varga, VP of Regulatory Affairs  and 
Quality Systems, Geron  

Navigating the FDA approval processes 
takes a great idea, exceptional 
technology, stellar connections, not to 
mention patience, fortitude, and no 
small amount of luck.  
 
This month, we will share strategies 
on how to get your drugs or devices 
approved by the FDA, and share how 
we can collaboratively build a balance 
between efficacy, efficiency and 
effectiveness for patients, physicians 
and providers – from hospitals to 
ins urance companies to entrepreneurs 
and intrapreneurs.  

Monday, 
September 
27 @ UCSC 
Extension  in 
San ta Clara  

Emerging Trends in 
Medical Devices – 
Mobile Health, 
Personalized Medicine 
and Consumerization  
 
Sponsored by KPMG  

Facilitator Geetha Rao, PhD, Springborne Life 
Sciences  
 
Panelist Anne DeGheest, Managing Director and 
Founder, HealthTech Capital, Managing Partner and 
Founder , MedStars  
 
Panelist Dave Scott, Director, Imaging Systems, 
Intuitive Surgical, Inc  
 
Panelist Clarence Wilhelm, Director of Software 
Product Management, Digital Solutions Group, 
LifeScan   
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Marc Bandt, CEO, Pelesend  
 
Presenting Entrepreneur  Paul To, Emota  

Our annual state of the medical device 
industry event will focus on some of 
the hottest areas in medical devices 
today: from mobile health solutions to 
personalized medicine and consumer 
devices. Come hear about these hot 
new trends, and see how start -ups are 
leading medical device innovations 
around mobile health and personalized 
medicine, bringing devices into the 
hands of consumers.  

Monday, 
October 18 @ 
UCSC 
Extension  in 
San ta Clara  

Software Meets 
Healthcare : Forging a 
Win - for -All  
 
Sponsored by KPMG  
and Soody Tronson Law 
Group  

Facilitator Soody Tronson, Soody Tronson Law 
Group  
 
Panelist Melissa Karr, Vice President, Marketing, 
Brain Resource Ltd.  
 
Panelist Sunil Maulik, Board Adviser, Health 2.0  
 
Panelist John Steuart, Managing Director, 
Claremont Creek Ventures  
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Ash Damle, Founder and 
CEO, Medgle  
 
Presenting Entrepreneur Sonia Sousa, Founder and 
CEO, Spectroscape  

When done well, t he convergence of 
technology and health care  is 
benefiting patients, providers, and 
insurers alike. Our panel this month 
will profile software solutions which 
benefit health service professionals, 
featuring a range of solutions from 
health IT platforms to pha rmaceutical 
tracking, health monitoring and more.  

Monday, 
November 15 
@ UCSC 
Extension  in 
San ta Clara   

Personalized Medicine, 
Biomarkers, Invitro 
Diagnostics: The 
Science Advances, The 
Business Opportunities, 
The Cultural Dilemmas  
 
Sponsored by KPMG  

Facilitator Brent Treiger, MD, IRX Therapeutics  
 
Panelist  Robert Dunkle, President and CEO A.B.E.S, 
gene expression analysis  
 
Panelist  Kenneth Fang, MD, Founder, Modus 
BioMedicine  
 
Panelist  Brandon Steele, Vice President, 
Commercial Operations, IncellDx, Inc.  
 
Panelist  Kamran Tahamtanzadeh, Founder and 
CEO, PrognosDx Health, Inc.  

The accelerated pace of technology 
advancements is opening up new 
offerings in personalized medicine, in 
biomarker training, in Invitro 
diagnostics. This month we feature 
groundbreaking leaders to showcase 
advances and opportunities in this 
market and touch upon cultural and 
moral dilemmas which arise as these 
offerings gain traction.  

 


